Lich Sit Budc Tién cua Phong Trao Thiéu
Nhi Thanh Thé

I. LGi MG Pau

Trong lan gadp g8 & Denver thang 8 nam 1993, Plc Thanh Cha
Gioan Phaol6 II da mdi goi cac ban tré thé gidi lam tong do rao
giang Tin Ming. Ngai noi: "SI mang rao truyén Tin MlUng la mot
trach nhiém thiéng liéng, va néu can phai diing trén mai nha dé loan
truyén Tin Ming, cac ban cling khéng ngan ngai lam viéc do".
Nhung cling nhu ngay xua, Chla Giésu da an can day do dan bao
cac tong do trudc khi cac ngai dudc sai di, ngay nay, cong viéc tong
d6 cling can phai dugc chuén bi va tap luyén dé budc chan ngudi di
gieo LGi Chla chac chan thu gdt dugc hoa mau tot tuci. Nhin vao
gidi tré Viét Nam tai qué nha cling nhu hai ngoai, Phong Trao Thi€u
Nhi Thanh Thé Viét Nam Ia mét trong nhitng doan thé tré cd siic
song manh liét va 1ong nhiét thanh cao do trong cudc sdng chirng
nhan Tin Mitng, mét trong nhitng doan thé tré cé chuong trinh huén
luyén ky Iu8ng vé ndi tdm cling nhu ndng khi€u chuyén mon, két
hgp hai hoa dgi song si€u nhién va tu nhién. Bai viét nay xin dugc
giGi thiéu tong quéat vé Phong Trao Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé Viét Nam,
di tir ngudn gbc, budc ti€n dén cac nét dac thu va dudng 16i sinh
hoat, huan luyén.

II. Nguon Goc Va Bu'dc Tién

Phong Trao Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé Viét Nam bt ngudn tir Hoi Cau
Nguyén bén Phap do cac linh muc Léonard Cros va Ramadiére khdi
xudng gilta thé ky 19. Ldy tinh than DPao Binh Thanh Gia, nhung
thay vi dung vii khi vat chat la guom gido, Phong Trao dung vii khi
tinh than 1a 4 kh&u hiéu truyén thdng: Cau Nguyén, Rudc L€, Hy
Sinh va Lam Viéc Téng D9, thay vi bao vé Thanh bia vat chat, Phong
Trao bao vé Dén Thd thiéng liéng Ia tam hon cla cac em thi€u nhi,
tdm hon cla gidi tré. Bén Phap thoi do, cac em trong Hoi Cau

Nguyén dugc ménh danh la Pao Quén riéng cla Puc Gido Hoang tu
nguyén tuan gilf cac diéu sau:

M&i ngay, thinh I&ng mot gid dang cho Chda, 1am viéc mét gid, chdi
mét [an ngay thdng hoan toan... d€ cau nguyén theo y Diic Gido
Hoang. Rudc lé moi Chiia Nhat dé cdu nguyén cho Diic Gido Hoang.
Mai t6i, ghi vao s§ tay nhifng viéc d3 lam nhu cau nguyén ham
minh, du l€, rudc l€, gilp d3 cha me...

Dén dau thé ky 20, nhd linh muc Bessiere dong Tén, HOi Téng Do
Cau Nguyén danh cho gidi tré chinh thic dugc thanh lap tai Phap
ndm 1915, vdi dudng I6i can ban: nhdm vao tré em (ndng rudc lé
theo Thong Diép cla Dlic Gido Hoang Pi6 X c6 v6 va ban phép cho
tré em chiu Ié s6m), c6 tinh cach quéc té& theo y HOi Thanh Thé & L
birc, va nhan manh tinh cach truyén gido.

Khi vao Viét Nam, Phong Trao dugc thanh lap dau tién tai Ha Noi
ndm 1929 do hai linh myc dong Xuan Bich, mang tén NGHIA BINH
THANH THE, dugc hang gido pham va gido dan nhiét liét hudng (g
d3d phat trién mau chdng khap ndi trén toan qudc trong sudt thap
nién 30: Hu& (1931), Sai Gon (1931), Phat Diém (1932), Thanh Héa
(1932), Vinh (1935), Quy Nhon (1936), Bli Chu (1937), Thai Binh
(1937), Bac Ninh (1938)... Tuy theo Ira tudi tir nhé tdi 1dn, Nghia
Binh dugdc chia ra lam Tién Binh, Trung Binh, va Hau Binh. Nhan
dinh vé Nghia Binh thai ky nay, cac vi giam muc trong Cong Dong
Ddng Duong ndm 1934 da hét long khen nggi: "Riéng ddi vdi tré con
nam nit, ching toi giGi thiéu HOi Nghia Binh Thanh Thé, vi khéng c
gi ¢ siic hon dé dét ndng lén trong cac tdm hodn thi€u nién, tinh
than va long mé mén viéc tong do".

Bién 6 di cu 1954 d3 lam phat trién réng I6n hon nifa Nghia Binh
Thanh Thé & mién Nam. Nam 1957, Hdi Déng Gidm Muc Viét Nam
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da bd nhiém linh muc Micae Nguyén Khic Ngir lam Tong Tuyén Uy
dau tién. Sinh hoat Nghia Binh b3t d&u doi hdi d6i méi cho phu hap
vGi tam ly gigi tré. MuGi ndm sau bién ¢6 54, khi linh muc Téng
Tuyén Uy Nguyén Khdc Ngif dugc b nhiém lam Gidm Muc Gido
Phan Long Xuyén ndm 1964, H6i Bong Giam Muc Viét Nam da c
linh muc Phaold Nguyen Van Thanh Ién thay thé. VGi tam tu' yéu
mén gidi tré sdu xa, vi tan T6ng Tuyén Uy d3 t6 chdrc Pai Hoi Tuyén
Uy d€ nghién clru va thao luén vach hudng di cho Nghia Binh Thanh
Thé. Cung lic véi tinh than ddi mdi cla Céng Ddng Vaticand I,
Phong Trao da thém vao sinh hoat cau nguyén thuan tly cta Nghia
Binh Thanh Thé& mét dudng 16i mdi: Gido duc tré, va dung phuaong
thirc sinh hoat tré vao trong cac hoat dong. Vi thé, ban Noi Quy
Thdng Nhat dugc ra ddi va déi tén Nghia Binh Thanh Thé thanh
Phong Trao Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé Viét Nam.

Mudi ndm sau dd, ndm 1974, linh muc Phaold Nguyé&n Van Thanh vi
ly do strc khoe da tir chirc, va linh muc Giuse Vi Bdc Thong Ién thay
thé. Trong thap nién 70, nhiéu bién c6 khac dang dugc ghi nhd: Hoi
DBong Giam Muc phé chudn Ban Noi Quy Mdi (1971), Pai Hoi Toan
Quéc VE PAT HUA I t6 chirc tai Binh Triéu quy tu khoang 2 ngan
Huynh Trudng (1972), Phong Trao dinh chi moi hoat dong bén ngoai
sau bién c§ 1975, nhung b3t dau nhen nhim ndy mam theo budc
chan nguGi Cong Giao di tan tai Hoa Ky.

Cling muGi nam sau, ndm 1984, nhan dip Dai Hoi Lién Boan Cong
Gido tai Hoa Ky tai New Orleans, Dai Hoi Tuyén Uy va Huynh Trudng
da bau linh muc Paminh Vi Thanh Tudng lam Téng Tuyén Uy Phong
Trao Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky. Nhung chi it ngay
sau, cha Tudng da dot ngdt tur tran dé lai cho ca Phong Trao niém
thuong ti€c. Linh muc Francis Pham Van Phucng dugc mai lam Téng
Tuyén Uy thay thé cha Tudng nam 1985. Thap nién 80 cd nhiéu sinh
hoat dang nhg: Sa Mac Hudn Luyén Huynh Trudng dau tién &
Orange County do linh muc Gioakim Vi Tudn Tu t8 chirc (1980), &
San Jose do cac Huynh Trudng (1980),  New Orleans do linh muc

Nguyén Blc Huyén (1981), linh muc Giuse Vi Bic Thong tr Uc
sang Hoa Ky hudn luyén (1983), Bau Ban Chap Hanh Trung Udng
dau tién vai chd tich 1a trudng Phérd Nguyén Van Liém (1984), Béo
Vé Bat Hira bét dau phét hanh (1987), Sa Mac Hudn Luyén Vién
Sinai I & Missouri (1989), cudc dién hanh lich st cia 1500 em Thiéu
Nhi Thanh Thé Mién Tay Nam trong Pai Hdi Lién Poan Cdng Gido Ky
III tai Orange (1989)...

Thang 7 ndm 1992, Pai HOi Toan Qudc VE DAT HUA II d3 dudc t6
chirc tai nha dong Dominguez, Los Angeles, quy tu khoang 800
ngudi gom cac tuyén Uy, trg Uy, trg ta, huynh trudng toan quéc Hoa
Ky va dai biéu clia Phong Trao Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé Canada va Tong
Lién Doan Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé Uc Chau. Cac bién c6 khac can ghi
nhdg trong ban thap nién 90: Ban Sa Mac Trg Ta Samaritan6 dau tién
tai Mién Tay Nam (1990), Sa Mac Huan Luyén Huynh Trudng dau
tién tai Winnipeg - Canada (1990), Sa mac Huan Luyén Vién Cao
C&p Sinai II, Trung Cp Sinai III va So Cap Sinai IV dugc td chirc tai
Missouri (1991), Sa Mac Hudn Luyén Huynh Trudng dau tién tai
Paris - Phap (1993), Ban NGi Quy Mdi cho Phong Trao Thi€u Nhi
Théanh Thé tai Hoa Ky (1993)....

Hién nay, Phong Trao Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky
(PT/TNTT/VN/HK) dugc t6 chirc theo cach thitc cta Lién Boan Cong
Giao, chia lam 8 Mién. Moi Mién c6 Cha Tuyén Uy Mién va Ban Chap
Hanh Mién diéu hanh. Toan qudc cé khoang 80 DPoan Thi€u Nhi
Thanh Thé, gém 15 ngan Doan Sinh va 1600 Huynh Trudng.

Ban Tuyén Uy Trung Ucng gom cé:

1. Tong Tuyén Uy: Bic Ong Francis Pham V&n Phuong

2. Phd Tong Tuyén Uy DBic Trach Nganh Nghia: Linh muc Giuse
Poan Dinh Bang

3. Pho T6ng Tuyén Uy Déc Trach Nganh Thi€u: Linh muc Micae Mai
Khai Hoan
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4. Ph6 Tong Tuyén Uy Déc Trach Nganh Au: Linh muc Ephrem Vi
Khiém Cung

5. Tuyén Uy Trudng Ban Nghién Huan: Linh muc J.B. Chu Vinh
Quang.

Ban Chap Hanh TrungUo Ucng - Nhiém Ky 1995-1998 hién
nay gom:

Cht Tich: Giuse Nguyén Pinh Manh Trudng

Phd Cha Tich NGi Vu: Giuse Pham Canh Dan

Pho Chu Tich Ngoai Vu: Maria DBinh Kim Nguyét

Phd Chu Tich Nghién Hudn: Vincent Nguyén Biic Mau
Téng Thu Ky: Gioan Baotixita V& Minh Hoang

Phu T4 Téng Thu Ky: Gioan Dao Cong Khanh

T6ng Thu Quy: Theresa Tran Thi C&m Thanh

Phu Ta T6ng Thi Quy Anna Tran Ngoc Hanh

Uy Vién Tai Chénh: Sé b6 tlic sau

10. Uy Vién Truyén Thong: Anton Nguyen Ngoc Linh

11. Phy Ta: Tr. L€ Phuc Bong va Tr.Nguyen Thé Hung

12. Uy Vién Ky Thuat: Gioan Baotixita DO Quang Hién

13. Uy Vién Dai Hdi: Gioan Baotixita Pham Bao Ngoc

14. Uy Vién Lién Lac Nghia Binh/TNTT: Maria Pham Kim Dung
15. Uy Vién Xa Hoi: Agnes Vi Thu Ha

16. Uy Vién On Thién Triéu: 'I:hEy Bl‘.lj Minh Tam

17. Uy Vién Giao T€: Maria B0 Nguyen Thj Lanh

18. Uy Vién Nganh Au: Téma Pham Van Duy

19. Uy Vién Nganh Thi€u: Phéré Nguyen Cong Minh

20. Uy Vién Nganh Nghia: Gioan Baotixita Pham Bao Ngoc

LoOoNon kWM

II1. Muc Pich, Ton Chi, va Phuong Phap Giao Duc

Theo NOi Quy 1993, ngoai muc dich gido duc thanh thi€u nién vé 2
phuang dién: tu nhién va siéu nhién - tu nhién thi dao luyén thanh
ngudi cong dan t6t, siéu nhién huan luyén thanh nguGi Kit6 hitu
hoan hao -, Phong Trao Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé con doan ngii héa va

hudng dan gidi tré loan truyén Tin Mitng Chua Kitd va gép phan xay
dung xa hoi. Nén tang gidao duc cta Phong Trao la Lgi Chua trong
Thanh Kinh va gido hudn cta Gido H6i Cong Giado; va, Chlda Giésu
Thanh Thé, dang tiép tuc cach ky diéu mau nhiém nhap thé va phuc
sinh trong cudc dgi moi ngudi la ly tudng cliia Phong Trao Thi€u Nhi
Thanh Thé. Cu thé hda muc dich trén, Phong Trao mdi goi moi doan
vién song theo cac ton chi sau:

1. SG6ng Lai Chia va két hgp véi Chia Giésu Thanh Thé béng Cau
Nguyén, Rudc Le, Hy Sinh va Lam Viéc Tong D6 dudi su hudng
dan cla Chda Thanh Than, cach riéng lam tong do cho gidi tré:
"Gidi tré phai lam téng do6 trudc tién va truc ti€p cho gidi tré".
(Sac Lénh Téng D6 Gido Dan, S 12)

2. Yé&u mén va tdn kinh Bic Maria Me Chia Cltu Thé, dé nhd Me
chiing ta don nhan Chua va dem Chuda vao dGi mot cach tuyét
hao.

3. Ton kinh cac Thanh Tu DBao Viét Nam; noi gudng va nén ching
ta Tin MUng Chua Kitd nhu cac Ngai.

4. Yéu mén va vang phuc vi dai dién Chua Kito, la Bdc Gido Hoang,
thu 13nh cta Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé, ddng thdi cdu nguyén va
thuc hién nhiing y chi hang thang cta Ngai.

5. Thang ti€n con ngudi nhan ban. Bao ton va phat huy truyén
thGéng van hda dan toc Viét Nam.

T cac ton chi nay, Phong Trao da tao cho minh phuong phap gido
duc siéu nhién that doc dao: Khai Nguon Thanh Kinh va Khai Ngu6n
Thanh Thé. Néu Phong Trao Hudng Pao da lam say mé bao tdm hon
tré v6i Khung Canh Ring Xanh, thi chdc chan, Phong Trao Thi€u Nhi
Thanh Thé con lam mé say va cam nghiém sdu xa hon nita vdi
Khung Canh Thanh Kinh bt ngudn tur kho tang Ldi Chia doi dao va
xuc tich. Cubic ddi Chla Giésu tir thud tha &u, thdi 8n dat va budc
dudng rao giang Tin Mirng da trd nén ngudn sudi chat liéu phong
phu trong viéc gido duc gidi tré trd nén gidbng Chua Kit6: Song
Ngoan, s6ng Hy Sinh, s6ng Chinh Phuc, sng Dan Than nhu ngai.
Khong nhirng thé, Phong Trao con mdi goi gidi tré song THANH, qua
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phuong phap Khoi Ngudn Thanh Thé, trong dd, Chla Giésu Thanh
Thé trd thanh mét trai cila mdt ngay s6ng, trg thanh trung tam diém
clia ca cudc ddi ngudi doan vién TNTT, qua viéc dang ngay, rudc le,
lam viéc lanh va dang dém lién tuc moi ngay.

Mat khac, Phong Trao cling tan dung cac phugng phap gido duc tu
nhién nhu Hang Doi Ty Tri, Gido Duc Tiém Tién, Vao Sa Mac (Trai
Huan Luyén), Sinh Hoat Tré, va Hoi Hop. T mot nhom tré 6 hgp,
Hang DG6i Tu Tri sé dua cac em vao déi ngi trat tu, bi€t phan cong
trdch nhiém, ndm viing co cdu t& chiic, séng hda ddng va phuc vu
cdng ich chung. Gido Duc Tiém Ti€n dap ung su hgp ly trong viéc
hudn luyén: di tir dé dén kho, phan chia Ifa tudi va trinh dd, nhiing
diéu hoc trudc s& gilp hiéu biét nhitng diéu hoc sau. Budc chan vao
Sa Mac (trai hudn luyén), cac em sé hoc dugc tinh than thao vat, tu
lap va khdc phuc ban than vi phai xa rdi dgi séng tién nghi hang
ngay, va han thé nita, cdm nghiém dugc tinh than phd thac vao Ban
Huan Luyén, tinh than déng doi trong dgi song [éu trai va cac sinh
hoat hudn luyén. Sinh Hoat Tré dem lai niém vui cho tam hon cac
em qua nhirng bai hat, vii diéu, bang reo va tro chai, trong do, cac
em sé& dugc nudi duGng bdng nhitng tinh than lac quan, yéu ddi,
bang nhirng tinh cam thiéng liéng dsi vdi gia dinh, hoc dudng, gido
hoi va qué huong... Cudi cung, HOi Hop mang lai bdu khi xum vay,
cung nhau nhin lai nhitng gi da thuc hién, cung nhau phan cong
nhifng gi dang thuc hién, cing nhau chia sé nhitng gi sé thuc hién,
va cung nhau hoc héi thdng ti€n ban than va doan thé...

IV. T8 Chirc, Sinh Hoat, va Huan Luyén

Néu ngay xua Nghia Binh Thanh Thé chia ra lam Tién Binh, Trung
Binh va Hau Binh, thi ngay nay, Phong Trao Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé
dua theo Ifa tudi chia ra lam Nganh Au Nhi, Nganh Thi€u Nhi,
Nganh Nghia Si, va Nganh Hiép Si. Ba Nganh Au, Thi€u, Nghia dugc
huan luyén theo Chugng Trinh Thang Tién vGi cac b6 mén: Kién
Thic Thanh Kinh, D&i S6ng Tén Gido, Suy Niém Phic Am, Hiéu Biét
Phong Trao, Chuyén Mon, va Viét Ngir.

Nganh Au Nhi: T&r 7 dén 9 tudi, deo khdn mau xanh 14 ma, Véi
cham ngén NGOAN. Phong Trao dung cugc ddi thd du cua Chida
Giésu lam khung canh hudn luyén Au Nhi. Cic em s& hoc guong
vang I0i cia Chua, sé cdm nhan on cha nghia me va tinh anh chi em
trong gia dinh.

Nganh Thié€u Nhi: TU 10 dén 13 tudi, deo khdn mau xanh bién, vdi
cham ngdn HY SINH. Cudc séng an dat clia Chia Giésu s& 1a khung
canh huan luyén Nganh Thi€u. Cac em sé theo chan Chua di Ién dén
thd ndm 12 tudi, tré vé Nazareth s6ng "cang thém tudi cang thém
khon ngoan va dao dic" . Tinh yéu thuong va 1ong hy sinh that chat
hanh phtc cla thanh gia: Thanh Giuse can cu lao dong nudi sdng
gia dinh, Bic Maria hién lanh thuong ngugdi, lubn chdm séc va
hudng dan con tré, Chlda Giésu mot long vang phuc va gitp dd cha
me...

Nganh Nghia Si: T 14 dén 17 tudi, deo khdn mau vang tudi, vdi
cham ngén CHINH PHUC. Cudc doi cong khai rao giang cla Chula
Giésu rat phu hgp cho khung canh huan luyén Nganh Nghia. O Ira
tudi ndy, cdc em dd budc vao ddi, cdm nghiém dugc tinh ban bé,
hang xom lang giéng, long yéu nudc va tinh than phuc vu tha nhan.
Cac em sé budc theo chan Chua, hoc hdi sy khon ngoan, long nhan
tlr d6 lugng, va nhat la tinh than dan than lam chng cho chan ly
qua ddi s6ng gudng mau va yéu thuang.

Nganh Hiép Si: TUr 18 tudi trd 1én, deo khdn mau ndu, véi cham
ngdbn DAN THAN. Bai Giang Trén Ndi tic Tam M6i Phic That trd
thanh hién chuong cla Nganh Hiép Si. Vao ddi, trd nén mudi men
udp ddi, ngudi hiép si quang dai dan than phuc vu gido hoi va xa
héi. Ho cé thé€ Ia nhdm ngudi cling nganh nghé, cling mdt trudng
dai hoc, hodc c6 thé Ia nhitng cng nhan cling mét hdng xuéng xi
nghiép. Vdi tai nang va tim 6c, ho san sang nhap cudc kién tao cong
doan x(f dao, hoac xay dung qué huang...
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Huynh Trudng: TU 18 tudi trd 18n, deo khdn mau dd vién vang, véi
cham ngbn PHUNG SU. Trudc khi budc vao cudc dodi Huynh Trudng
chinh thlc, ngudi tré phai qua thdi gian tap su goi la Du Trudng
(deo khd&n mau hong vién dd). Cudc ddi Thanh Gioan Tay Gia la
khung canh huan luyén Dy Trugng. Ciing nhu thanh nhan, nguGi Du
Trudng can dam chon dgi s6ng "don dudng cho Chda dén", san
sang budc vao con dudng phung su cla motngu ngudi Huynh
Trudng chinh thic. Khung canh huan luyén Huynh Trudng chinh
thirc tirc HT Cap I la cudc hanh trinh V& DBat Hlra cua dan Do Thai,
va cudc ddi cla Mai Sen huéng dan dan Chuda khdi ach nd 1€ Ai Cap
[a hinh anh nguGi Huynh Trudng dan dua cac em thiéu nhi thoat
khoi nhirng tat xau, tha vui thap hén cla xa hoi ma dén cing Chua.
Lén dén Cap II va Cap III, ngusi huynh trudng dugc hudn luyén
chuyén Nganh. Khung canh huan luyén Cap II Nganh Au la canh
dong Bélem, C3p II Nganh Thi€u la cudc hanh trinh 1én Giérusalem
chiu thuong kho cta Chua Giésu, Cap II Nganh Nghia la Bién cG
Damas Phaol6 nga ngua. Khung canh huan luyén Cap III Nganh Au
la cudc hanh trinh ctia Ba Vua Phuang Bong tim Chua Hai Dong, Cap
III Nganh Thi€u la Cudc Thudgng Kho, T& Nan va Phuc Sinh cua
Chua Giésu, Cap III Nganh Nghia la cac cudc hanh trinh truyén gido
ctia Thanh Phaold.

Trg Ta: Néu su tuyén chon 7 ta vién da lam Gido HOi tién khdi phat
trién vitng chc nhu thé nao, thi ngay nay, nganh Trg Ta cling dang
gillp phat trién sinh hoat clia Phong Trao Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé
tuong tu nhu thé. Truc day, phu ta cho cac cha Tuyén Uy, la cac
thay sc Trg Uy, ngay nay, c6 thém Trg Ta. VGi kinh nghiém doi dao
cla ddi s6ng gia dinh cling nhu' cudc séng xa hoi, ngudi Trg Ta la
ngudn tuong trg tuyét vdi moi khi nguGi Huynh Truéng tim dén.
Khéng nhitng mang vai tro hudng dan tinh than, c6 van gop v,
ngudi Trg T4 con la chi€c cau nGi hitu hiéu gilta Doan Thi€u Nhi
Thanh Thé va phu huynh cling nhu cdng doan x(t dao. Haon nifa,
ngudi Trg Ta néu tham du cac Khda Huan Luyén cla Phong Trao, sé
tré thanh nhitng huan luyén vién dang tin cdy va tao nén mong
viing chdc cho cac sinh hoat hudn luyén tai dia phuong.

Tuyén Uy: Vi 13 mét doan thé& Cdng Gido Tién Hanh, néu khéng c6
linh muc Tuyén Uy, Poan Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé khong thé thanh
hinh. Cac ngai c6 nhiém vy hudng dan ddi séng dao dlc va ci hanh
cac nghi Ié Phung Vu. Biét bao vi Tuyén Uy da dé lai trong tdm hon
ngudi doan vién Thi€u Nhi Thadnh Thé su’ cdm mén siu xa vi su’ dén
than tan tuy cua cac ngai cho Phong Trao... Nhiing Dai Hoi Tuyén
Uy trong lich sir Phong Trao da chidng minh chinh cac vi Tuyén Uy
da vach hudng di chin chan, da udn nan su téng trudng cla Phong
Trao mot cach sang suét va dung dan...

V. K&t Luan

Chung ta sé& giat minh khi nhin lai qua trinh hudn luyén mdt Doan
Vién Thiéu Nhi Thanh Thé. Néu gia nhap Phong Trao tir tudi Au,
ngudi doan vién do phai trai qua 15 ndm huén luyén dé tré thanh
mdt Huynh Trudng Cap III, va méat khodng 20 ndm dé trd thanh
huén luyén vién Cao C4p. Chac chan, it c6 doan thé nao c6 dugc su
huan luyén lién tuc va quy ct nhu vay.

Nhung cOng tac gidao duc gigi tré khong phai la cia mot s6 ngudi,
ma la cla tat cd moi ngudi ching ta, nhat la trong cudc s6ng & hai
ngoai nay, biét bao kho khan da lam dién dau cac chuyén gia gido
duc. Phong Trao kéu goi su ti€p tay cla quy vi phu huynh, nhat Ia
trong vai trd Trg Ta. Nhin di nhin lai, Thi€u Nhi Thanh Thé ciing 1a
con em cla quy vi, xin hay tich cuc dan than han nita. Phong Trao
cling kéu goi su tham gia cla cac ban tré... Ping dé Chla Giésu
Thanh Thé nhin ban cling nhu ngay nao ngai nhin ngudi thanh nién
lang 1€ quay mat chdi tir IGi mdi goi theo chan Chua.
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Brief Introduction of the Eucharistic Youth
Society

I. Introduction

The Vietnamese Eucharistic Youth Society is a non-profit
organization, under the leadership of the Catholic church. Its aim is
to teach youths to be virtuous people and good Christians. It also
offers apostolate services for the youth. Throughout its 60 years of
service, the Society has kept pace with social and cultural changes of
the day in an attempt to reach out to the youth of all times.

The Eucharistic Youth Society was founded in Europe during World
War I and was known as the Eucharistic Crusade. Its purpose at that
time was to pray, especially to the Blessed Sacrament, for the
conversion of hearts and the reconciliation among the disillusioned
youths affected by the War. Although the Eucharistic Crusade was
founded by a Jesuit, Pere Bessiere, S.J., it was brought to Hanoi,
Vietnam, by the Sulpicians in 1929. By 1951, it had spread
throughout the whole country and became an organized association
in the early 1960's.

In 1964, in keeping with the spirit of the Second Vatican Council, the
Vietnamese Eucharistic Crusade was transformed into the
Vietnamese Eucharistic Youth Society and was approved by the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Government. This
new transition integrated both prayer and apostolate services. From
1964 to 1975, the Society grew considerably in spirit and in number.
In order to accommodate the growth of the Society, the first
National Convention, "Promised-Land I", was held in 1972. Over
2,000 coordinating-leaders attended it. By 1975, there were about

140,000 members, under the leadership of 3,800 coordinating-
leaders serving in 650 parishes within 13 dioceses in South Vietnam.

With the fall of South Vietnam in 1975, the Society's activities ceased
temporarily. However, with the waves of refugees fleeing to new
homelands, the Society came to life again. The Vietnamese Eucha-
ristic Youth Society is currently active in many different countries in
the free world: Australia, Canada, Europe, Japan, and the United
States.

In the United States, there are about 15,000 members in 70
Vietnamese Catholic communities and parishes under the direction of
1,300 coordinating-leaders and chaplains: In order to correspond to
the growth and revival of the Society, "Promised-Land II" was con-
vened in July 1992 at Dominguez Youth Retreat Center, Dominguez,
California.

Today, the Vietnamese Eucharistic Youth Society joins hundreds of
thousands of youth from all over the world to attend the Pope's
"World Youth Day", this August 1993, in Denver, Colorado.

II. Educational Goals
The goals of the Eucharistic Youth Society are:

1. To educate youths in both social and spiritual life and help them
become better people and responsible Christians.

2. To organize and guide all youths and help them become more
aware of the Church's mission to the world by engaging in the
spreading or Good News, and be involved in working for the
good of society through apostolate services, in serving others.
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III1. Educational Objectives
The objectives of the Eucharistic Youth Society are:

1. To promote prayers for the Holy Father who is the Vicar of Christ
on earth and to pray for the needs of the whole Church.

2. To Promote constant devotion to the Eucharist, to give thanks to
God for the living bread and in turn share it with others as Jesus
did.

3. To honor Mary as a model for discipleship.

4. To Support the missionary efforts of the Church through a life of
prayers, sacraments, services, and sacrifices based on the
discernment of God's will.

IV. Educational Methods

In order to meet the above goals and purposes, the Eucharistic
Youth Society uses suitable methods for the education of its
members, both in social and spiritual life. The Society bases its
education on two essential elements: the love of God in the Eucha-
ristic Sacrament and God's living Word in the Bible.

1. The Eucharistic Sacrament is the center of the spiritual life, in
which each individual starts his/her day with a morning prayer
with a deep desire to be ready for Holy Communion and to make
sacrifices with God in mind, through loving charitable activities
and through apostolate services. The day ends with minutes of
silence and a moment to record " A Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers"
in thanking God. All activities during the day is called a
"Eucharistic Day". Every day of life shall be "Days of Eucharist".

2. Living Words of God in the Bible is used as the Source of
Inspirations. Images and stages of the life of Jesus along with
the sites in the Bible, related to the different groups of youth are
also used to serve the natural method in educating all age

groups (Seeding: 7-10, Search: 11-13, Companion: 14-17). The
gradual development proceeds from easy-to-difficult. The real
and workable activities such as group meetings, training camps,
seminars, public games, folk songs and dances, studying and
sharing God's Word, Annual Spiritual Retreat, etc. are carried out
with the educational goals of meditating and interpreting God's
Word.

V. Three Stages of Eucharistic Youth's Life

The Eucharistic Youth Society stages are classified into three groups
in order to meet the needs of the different ages of its members.

Step 1: SEEDLING

Seeding is a group consisted of fledging members between the ages
of seven to ten years old. Generally, the boys and girls at these ages
are active, inquisitive, and fond of nature. The members wear the
green scarf, the verdant color of a young wheatling, to symbolize
their innocence and youthfulness. Like the wheat in the field blowing
with the wind, the youth members are easily adaptable to new
situations and receptive to new ideas. The group' s model is the
youth and obedient Jesus to his parents. The members learn and
practice obedience to God's will through the daily responsibility:
praising God for many blessings, obeying their parents and teachers,
helping and loving others.

Step 2: SEARCH

Search is a group consisted of pre-adolescent youths between the
ages of eleven and thirteen. Generally, the members during these
ages are becoming more aware of their physical and emotional
changes. During this transitional period into young adults, they are
confused and ambivalent to set rules imposed by authority figures.
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They are searching for their own identity and the rationality of their
existence. Consequently, this nameless quest affects their spiritual
beings as well. The members wear the navy blue scarves which
symbolizes their unfathomed uniqueness and identity with a great
hope of life and society. The scriptural model for the group is based
on Jesus' hidden and evangelical life. Like Jesus, who was patiently
praying for a deeper knowledge of his mission, they must find who
they are in the solitude of prayer. Imitating Jesus, who was willing to
fulfill the Father's wills, the will learn to accept who they are with
gratitude. The members' natural inclination to reason and question
abstract thoughts and concepts is now integrated into their
development through concrete apostolate works.

Step 3: COMPANION

Companion is a group consisted of adolescents between the ages of
fourteen and seventeen. The adolescents at these ages begin to
consolidate their emerging values and beliefs. They start to formalize
their own identity and group dynamic. The basic needs to love and
be loved, to understand and be understood become the beginning
for friendship and cooperation among the members. Thus, the
cannery yellow scarf wore by the members symbolizes the sunrise of
the youths before coming into their adult ages, and the
manifestation of the heart, the opening of one's life to others. While
the evangelized Jesus is still the primary spiritual mode, Saint Paul is
adopted by the members as their inspiring patron figure. Like Saint
Paul, who became Christ's zealous disciple after his spiritual
lightning-conversion on the way to Damascus, the members
constantly seek for God's will and conversion of hearts. In addition,
the members are encouraged to familiarize with communal
apostolates and to live out the spirit of charity and generosity
(Corinthian 13: 1-13).

VI. KNIGHTS OF EUCHARIST

After the Companion ages, the youths start their adult lives. They
may join the Knights of Eucharist which is a group consisted of
young adults and adult members of all ages. This a way of life, a
brotherhood-gathering rather than an organization. This is a new
group which was formed in August 1990 by the Viethamese
Eucharistic Youth Society to correspond to the needs of the former
members who have become adults and yet wanted to continue the
spirituality and the charism of the Society. All others arealso also
welcomed to join the Knights f Eucharist. As unique individuals with
specialized gifts and talents, each member is invited to discern
individually and communually of God's interaction through the daily
events in the local and global context; and to correspond in action.
Therefore, the motto of the group is to know God intimately, to love
God dearly, and to serve God whole-heartedly. The members
actively live out the "Eucharistic Day" through the following
engagements:

1. Praying and discerning God's interaction in daily life.
2. Fulfilling the individual's obligation in the family, in study, in the
work place, and in the society faithfully.

VII. Leadership and Management

Coordinating Leaders: The Coordinating-Leaders are those
individuals who went through the formation of the Society from the
Seeding to Companion group. They know the charism and spirituality
of the Society. After specialized periods of training, they are initiated
to become leaders of the three former groups. They wear the red,
yellow stripe scarf which symbolizes love, service, sacrifice, and
responsibility. Once the Coordination-Leaders no longer want to be
in the leadership position, they can join the Knights of Eucharistic
Group.
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Chaplains & Assistant Chaplains: Priests who are responsible for
the spiritual characteristic of the Society are appointed to be
Chaplains. They shall invite seminarians and religious members to be
their Assistants. chaplains wear the white, red stripe scarf; and
Assistant Chaplains wear the red, white stripe scarf which symbolizes
the dedication to follow Christ.

The Vietnamese Eucharistic Youth Society in the United States is
managed and directed by the National Council of the Chaplains and
Coordinating-Leaders, who are representatives of the Society. The
national Office is currently located in Atlanta, Georgia. Geogra-
phically, the Society is divided in 8 regions. Each region has its own
Regional Board of Chaplains and Coordination-Leaders, consisted of
many district groups of local Vietnamese catholic communities, to
coordinate with the National Office.
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